The Scottish Executive considers 'Diffuse Pollution from Agricultural Enterprises' as a priority issue over the next 5-10 years and recognises the need to improve knowledge transfer, advice and training amongst farmers, crofters, contractors and advisers. The Scottish Environment Protection Agency commissioned SAC to survey advisory staff on diffuse pollution issues, mitigation measures and delivery of environmental advice to the farming industry. This showed that the impact of agricultural diffuse pollution on the environment is considered a serious problem as is the future impact of legislation on farm business. There is an urgent requirement to raise advisers' awareness of environmental legislation and of mitigation measures. Advisers consider that farmers have limited awareness of diffuse pollution problems but those that do would consider the impact on the environment to be serious. There is a lack of knowledge on the effectiveness of pollution mitigation measures. Better technical information, supported by research, is required. This information is best conveyed to advisers via the internet, technical notes and directly by environmental specialists and delivered on to farmers by farm visits. Lack of funds prevents most farmers adopting best management practices and more than 80% of advisers consider that environmental advice should be free.
Introduction
The Scottish Executive, Agriculture and Environment Working Group considered that 'Diffuse Pollution from Agricultural Enterprises' was a priority issue for Scottish agriculture over the next 5-10 years. The report also highlighted the need to improve knowledge transfer, advice and training through continued technical and professional development amongst farmers, crofters, contractors and advisers.
In response to this report, The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA) commissioned the Scottish Agricultural College (SAC) to survey advisory staff in SAC, SEPA and Farming Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) on their views on diffuse pollution issues, mitigation measures and delivery of environmental advice to the farming industry. This survey is a fore-runner to a wider industry survey.
Their views will help facilitate delivery of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to the farming industry and provide a benchwork for tracking future changes in attitudes and awareness of diffuse pollution issues. The Questionnaire was posted on the internet and made available to respondents between 4 November and 13 December 2002 (http://www.heartlandenvironmental.co.uk/survey.htm).
Methods
The views of agricultural advisers on the attitudes and awareness in the agricultural industry to diffuse pollution issues were collected by internet questionnaire to 130 advisers in SAC, SEPA and FWAG.
Having developed the technical content of the Questionnaire the questions were then assessed by independent specialists and amended to remove any bias or dubiety. The Questionnaire was structured in four sections: Training Requirements. Section 4:
Knowledge Transfer Mechanisms. Plus:
General Comments.
The Questionnaire was compiled and the questions worded so that the review of attitudes and awareness to diffuse pollution issues could be assessed on other advisory groups and in future to the same advisory groups. This would allow changes in attitudes and awareness to be appraised and impacts of knowledge transfer to be assessed. The target groups were sent a cover letter explaining the background and remit of the study along with details on how to access the Questionnaire on the internet http://www. heartlandenvironmental.co.uk/survey.htm. The Questionnaire could only be accessed with the password provided. Individual responses were appended to an access database on the SAC server and imported into EXCEL for analysis. There was a recommendation to advisers to complete the Questionnaire but there was no specific directive by any of the organisations to do so. A total of 80 (62%) staff completed the Questionnaire and provided additional comment on the issues raised. The summary report was made available to all respondents on the web-site.
Results and discussion
Awareness of diffuse pollution problems 1. Do you understand the term 'Diffuse Pollution'? † 97% of all respondents understand the term 'Diffuse Pollution' but 11% could not provide an acceptable definition of the problem.
2. How would you describe the impact on the environment of diffuse pollution from agriculture? † All respondents described the impact on the environment 'of some concern' or 'a serious problem'.
3. How would you describe the impact on the farm business of environmental legislation? † 94% of respondents described the impact of legislation on the farm business 'of some concern' or 'a serious problem'. 4. Are you aware of the requirements of the following legislation and their impacts on farming practice? † There is a priority requirement to raise advisers' awareness of The Animal By-Products Order, Food and Environment Protection Act, Bathing Water Directive, The Waste Management Licensing Regulations.
5.
Have you a working knowledge of the advice given in the following? † There is an urgent requirement to improve advisers' awareness of most Guidance documents to facilitate the rate of knowledge transfer to the industry. 
